Haresfield School Guidance on English and Maths levels
All children must be individually assessed against a range of level descriptors
 in Maths and English. The child is assessed day by day through teacher and teaching assistant observation, work, and discussion. 
Each child’s progress against the descriptors are recorded by the teacher and considered termly with the Head in a series of pupil progress meetings. Children underperforming or slowing down in any area are identified and teaching strategies and/or extra support put in place as appropriate. Children achieving at above average level are provided with more challenge.
The child’s ‘level’ is recorded and passed on from class to class so an overview of their progress over the years is monitored. Some children make regular steady progress and others move forward at different rates and may even stall for a while.
Assessing Pupil Progress (APP) is used in the school to assess children against agreed national descriptors in Maths and English so that there is a uniform system across the school. Teachers meet once a term to assess items of work together to ensure all are assessing children to the same standard e.g. a 2b in Class 2 is the same as a 2b in Class 3. Tests are also used to provide a snapshot but cannot give a clear indication of the child’s ‘day in day out’ performance.
Levels

The scale runs from Foundation Stage profile points then to Level 1 to 5 in primary schools. Each level is broken into a – high, b - secure, c – low with b as a larger band. Children will broadly be expected to make a whole level progress in two years in the Juniors e.g. from 2b at the beginning of Year 3 to 4b at the end of Year 4.  

	a
	b
	c


entry point
National average levels

	Year
	National average 

at end of year

	FS
	6 

	1
	1b

	2
	2b

	3
	2a/3c

	4
	3b

	5
	3a/4c

	6
	4b


Parents are informed 3x a year (two parents meetings and a report) whether their child is average, above average or below for that year compared to the national average; what progress they are making over their own previous attainment and of any factors that may be holding them back.
Progress 

Children make progress at different rates and can stay at the same level for some time making small steps within it. Also subjects are cumulative which means they cannot be finally assessed until they finish the teaching cycle. There is a very broad range in each class so children may be making excellent progress but are working at a lower than average level.
CAUTION

While we level a child against national measures we do realise children are all individual and their strengths may show in other areas not covered by these Maths and English indicators.

	Year
	Normal Range of children

in a class
	National average at end of year

	FS
	1-9 profile points in 14 areas
	6 points

	1
	6 FS points – Level 2

	1b

	2
	Level 1 - level 3
	2b

	3
	Level 1a – level 3a
	2a/3c

	4
	Level 2b – level 4c
	3b

	5
	Level 3c – level 5c
	3a/4c

	6
	Level 3a – level 5a
	4b


� Example of a summarised level descriptor for writing:


Level 3


Pupils' writing is often organised, imaginative and clear. The main features of different forms of writing are used appropriately, beginning to be adapted to different readers. Sequences of sentences extend ideas logically and words are chosen for variety and interest. The basic grammatical structure of sentences is usually correct. Spelling is usually accurate, including that of common, polysyllabic words. Punctuation to mark sentences - full stops, capital letters and question marks - is used accurately. Handwriting is joined and legible.








