The Foundation Stage Curriculum

In 2000 a new national framework, the Foundation Stage, was introduced for young children.  In 2008 this was revised and renamed Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) for ages 0 to 5.  The overarching aim of the EYFS is to help young children achieve the five Every Child Matters outcomes of staying safe, being healthy, enjoying and achieving, making a positive contribution, and achieving economic well-being by:

· Setting the standards for the learning, development and care young children should experience when they are attending a setting outside their family home, ensuring that every child makes progress and that no child gets left behind.

· Providing for equality of opportunity and anti-discriminatory practice and ensuring that every child is included and not disadvantaged because of ethnicity, culture or religion, home language, family background, learning difficulties or disabilities, gender or ability.

· Creating the framework for partnership working between parents and professionals, and between all the settings that the child attends.

· Improving quality and consistency in the early years sector through a universal set of standards which apply to all settings, ending the distinction between care and learning in the existing frameworks, and providing the basis for the inspection and regulation regime.

· Laying a secure foundation for learning through learning a development that is planned around the individual needs and interests of the child, and informed by the use of ongoing observational assessment.

The EYFS principles which guide the work of all practitioners are grouped into four distinct but complementary themes:

· A Unique Child
· Positive Relationships
· Enabling Environments
· Learning and Development

Effective practice in the EYFS is built on these four guiding themes.  They provide a context for the requirements and describe how practitioners should support the development, learning and care of young children.  The themes are each broken down into four commitments describing how the principles can be put into practice.

A Unique Child recognises that every child is a competent learner from birth who can be resilient, capable, confident and self-assured.  The commitments are focused around development; inclusion; safety; and health and well-being.

Positive Relationships describes how children learn to be strong and independent from a base of loving and secure relationships with parents and/or a key person.  The commitments are focused around respect; partnership with parents; supporting learning; and the role of the key person.

Enabling Environments explains that the environment plays a key role in supporting and extending children’s development and learning.  The commitments are focused around observation, assessment and planning; support for every child; the learning environment; and the wider context – transitions, continuity; and multi-agency working.

Learning and Development recognises that children develop and learn in different ways and at different rates, and that all areas of learning and development are equally important and inter-connected.

This approach ensures that the EYFS meets the overarching aim of improving outcomes and reflects that is every child’s right to grow up safe; healthy; enjoying and achieving; making a positive contribution; and with economic well-being.

The EYFS sets standards to enable Early Years providers to reflect the rich and personalised experience that many parents give their children at home.  Like parents, providers should deliver individualised learning, development and care that enhances the development of the children in their care and gives those children the best possible start in life.  Every child should be supported individually to make progress at their own pace and children who need extra support to fulfil their potentials should receive special consideration.  All providers have an equally important role to play in children’s early years experiences.


From Year 1 children follow the National Curriculum.  This covers the following:

Three core subjects:  English; Maths; Science.

Foundation subjects:  ICT (Information & Communication Technology); History; Geography; Physical Education; Religious Education; PSHE (Personal, Social, Health Education); Art; Design Technology; Music.

At the end of Key Stage 1, Year 2, the children complete Standard Assessment Tests (SATs), a national benchmark assessment.  This is repeated again at the end of Key Stage 2, Year 6, and end of Key Stage 3, Year 9.

The Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum
Foundation Stage pupils follow the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum which they may well have begun in nursery or playgroup.   This builds upon previous experiences at pre-school and is followed by the National Curriculum in Year 1.

· Personal and Social and Emotional Development
Through structured and independent learning activities and play, children are encouraged to develop the social skills of sharing, taking responsibility and co-operating with others.   Children are encouraged to develop emotionally through opportunities to share and respond to others in activities such as news and circle time as well as independent games and role play.

· Communication, Language and Literacy

Children are encouraged to develop all aspects of literacy and to use English confidently.  They will experience stories, poetry, imaginative play and print in their everyday world.   They are taught to read using a variety of strategies including phonics, rhymes, and sight words. They are taught the conventions of books and print.  Writing is taught using a developmental approach.
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· Mathematical Development

Pupils have experience of number, shape, space and measures through a structured programme of mainly practical activities. We aim to develop pupils’ ability to use and understand maths in a range of different situations.
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· Knowledge and Understanding of the World

Children are given opportunities to observe and investigate living things and the world around them. They look at the recent past and the present to compare changes in their own lives. They have the chance to use computers, construction kits and a range of different materials.

· Physical Development

We aim to make physical activity enjoyable and to enable children to develop and control their movements confidently, and to use space well. The children have opportunities to use:

· small equipment e.g. threading beads
· natural equipment e.g. sand, water, clay, food
· large toys e.g. sit on vehicles
· climbing equipment e.g. gym apparatus
· games equipment e.g. bean bags, hoops, balls bats


· Creative Development

Children are given the opportunity to respond using their senses through experiences of sound, colour, texture, shape, form and space.   This is done through activities in art and craft, music, dance, drama and imaginative play.
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The Outdoor Environment

The use of the outdoor environment is an entitlement for all children in the Foundation Stage.   Children will use the outdoors everyday to explore the environment and to extend their play experiences outside.   Therefore please ensure your child has a waterproof coat each day and a pair of named boots to be kept at school.
We aim to continue running a Woodland classroom one morning a week throughout the year which involves learning outdoors in the natural environment. This has been a exciting project we have developed with the National Trust and which the whole school benefits from. 
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Understanding Play

Play is an important part of each child’s learning.   It allows children to, communicate, make relationships, make choices, ask questions, experiment, form hypothesis, solve problems, plan, predict and take risks.

In Foundation Stage play is at the centre of the curriculum. Children will experience a range of play organised in three ways:
· Structured Play

The children are provided with material and there is a planned outcome e.g. using the Lego to make a vehicle with wheels that move.
· Exploratory Play

Children develop their experience through their own exploration of materials and toys e.g. explore different moving toys.
· Child Initiated Play

Autonomous play when children make their own choices and decisions. Play provides scope for educational social and physical development and, of course, for fun! 



Preparing Your Child For School

Your child will probably have spent some time at playgroup, or at a nursery.  Even if he/she hasn’t there are things that you can do at home to help your child get ready for school.  As a guide it may be useful to fill in the Things I can do Jigsaw Shapes on page 14 together with your child.  He/she can colour in a section when you feel he/she has achieved a skill.  Please remember that it isn’t a race, if it isn’t all filled in by September, it doesn’t mean there is a problem just that your child is busy developing in other areas.


Your child will feel more secure if he/she knows that school is an exciting, fun place.  Three visiting afternoons are arranged in the Summer Term for all pre-school children and their parents/carers to come to Haresfield School and see us in action.  We hope that this will dispel any worries that you or your child might have.

These are ways in which you can help your child to feel happy with the idea of coming to school.  If he/she is looking forward to school already you may like to try some educational activities, which will help your child to be ready for the work-related side of school.

Activities which will help with Mathematics

Counting    -	wheels on a toy car, toes on his/her foot, people in his/her family, stripes on the wallpaper.

Colours      -	point to your red dress, draw a green rocket, what colour is the banana?

Measuring -	how many ‘spadefuls’ do we need to fill the bucket?  Who is taller, Mummy or Aunty Margaret?  Which shopping bag is the lightest?
You could also try asking your child to give everybody at the table a spoon, or try sorting buttons into sets.  You will probably be able to think of many more activities.
Every day we have Numeracy lesson.  There is a strong emphasis on practical and mental maths.  There is some formal recording.

Activities which help with Reading and English

Play ‘I Spy’ – don’t forget to sound ‘c’ instead of (see) ‘C’ – use the sound of the letter, not its name, e.g. I spy ‘c’ for cat, not ‘c’ as in ceiling.

Talk about your favourite television programme/food/person/pair of shoes.  Encourage your child to join in.

Let him/her see you reading e.g. a recipe book or letter from a friend – and writing e.g. a shopping list, a note for the milkman, a birthday card.  He/she will want to join in.

Share books together – bedtime stories, information books, photograph albums.  Let the child ‘read’ to you if he/she wants to – it doesn’t have to be real reading.

Join the library!

The single most important thing which will help your child is for you to talk to him/her!  Children make sense of the world through language and you are his/her first and most important teacher.  Count the red cars while you wait at the bus stop; show him/her the daffodils in Spring; talk about wet and dry when you put the washing out; sing together.


If your child shows an interest in writing his/her name and asks you for help, please us a capital letter at the beginning and the rest in lower case letters e.g. Mary not MARY.  (Please see sheet of letter shapes in use in Haresfield C of E Primary School.
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